Opera North 2026-27 Season Brochure
Your 2026-27 year of opera

Eugene Onegin - Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
A co-production with Irish National Opera and Opera Queensland.
Rigoletto - Giuseppe Verdi 
A revival of the 2022 production.
A Christmas Carol - Will Todd / David Simpatico 
A new production.
Don Giovanni - Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
A revival of the 2012 production.
Dead Man Walking - Jake Heggie / Terrence McNally 
A co-production with English National Opera and Finnish National Opera.
Orpheus - Claudio Monteverdi / Jasdeep Singh Degun 
A new production in collaboration with SAA-uk.
Tristan und Isolde - Richard Wagner
A new production. 

All operas have English titles. 

Eugene Onegin
Tatyana, a young woman living in the depths of the Russian countryside, falls hopelessly in love with Eugene Onegin, a dashing, cynical man of the world. Thinking her naïve, he casually rejects her. When, many years later, they meet again, Tatyana is married to another man and the toast of fashionable St Petersburg society. Too late Onegin realises that he loves Tatyana, with devastating consequences for them both. 
Performances:
Leeds Grand Theatre on the 9th, 16th, 22nd, 24th and 29th of October 2026.
Theatre Royal, Newcastle on the 7th of November 2026.
Lowry, Salford Quays on the 13th of November 2026.
Theatre Royal, Nottingham on the 18th and 21st of November 2026.

Rigoletto
Rigoletto exists on the margins of a world owned by the privileged few – and is despised by them for his difference. When a combination of bitterness and bravura gets the better of him, the consequences for his most precious possession are fatal. 
Performances:
Leeds Grand Theatre on 18th, 21st (relaxed performance with cover cast), 23rd (AD), 25th, 30th and 31st of October 2026.
Theatre Royal, Newcastle on 4th, 5th and 6th (AD) of November 2026.
Lowry, Salford Quays on 12th and 14th (AD) of November 2026.
Theatre Royal, Nottingham on 19th and 20th (AD) of November 2026.

Don Giovanni
As he seduces his way across Europe, Don Giovanni’s toxic masculinity is a challenge not only to human morality, but also to God. Broad comedy rubs up against tense drama in Da Ponte’s libretto, and the beauty and terror of Mozart’s score are evidence of a supreme musical dramatist. Performances: 
Leeds Grand Theatre on 5th, 7th (AD/BSL), 13th, 21st and 26th of February 2027.
Lowry, Salford Quays on 3rd and 5th (AD/BSL) March 2027.
Theatre Royal, Newcastle on 10th and 12th (AD/BSL) of March 2027.
Theatre Royal, Nottingham on 17th and 19th (AD/BSL) of March 2027.
Hull New Theatre on 1st and 3rd (AD/BSL) of April 2027.
Dead Man Walking

Imprisoned for a horrific double murder, Joseph De Rocher asks Sister Helen for spiritual guidance as he awaits execution on Death Row. Caught between the pain and grief of De Rocher’s family and the families of his victims, Helen attempts to lead De Rocher to a confession of his terrible crimes, whatever the emotional cost to herself. 
Performances:
Leeds Grand Theatre on 19th, 24th and 27th of February 2027.
Lowry, Salford Quays on 6th of March 2027.
Theatre Royal, Newcastle on 13th of March 2027.
Theatre Royal, Nottingham on 20th of March 2027.
A Christmas Carol

This magical retelling of Charles Dickens’ much-loved ‘Ghost Story of Christmas’ blends words and music to tell the story of the redemption of Ebenezer Scrooge, a miserly man of business whose life is changed for good one icy Christmas Eve by a succession of ghostly visitations. 
Celebrating the true spirit of Christmas, it promises to be a joyous seasonal treat.

A Christmas Carol will be performed at the Howard Assembly Room from Friday 18th December until Thursday 24th December.


Orpheus

Jasdeep Singh Degun’s thrilling reimagining of Monteverdi’s beautiful baroque masterpiece won huge acclaim when it was first performed by Opera North in 2022, winning multiple awards. This new production of the work focuses on the musical spectacle of a union of uniquely talented singers and musicians from both the South Asian and western classical traditions. 
Performances:
St Georges Hall Braford on 9th and 10th of April 2027.
Liverpool Philharmonic Hall on 13th of April 2027.
De Montfort Hall, Leicester on 18th of April 2027.
Barbican, London on 22nd of April 2027.
Leeds Playhouse on 24th and 25th of April 2027.

Tristan und Isolde

Tristan und Isolde is one of the most significant works in western art. After it, music could never be the same again. It is a hymn to a love that transcends death, set to some of the most sheerly sensuous music ever composed – and the frank eroticism of the score still has the power to shock. So extreme is the work that Wagner himself called it frightful and feared it would drive people mad or be banned. 
The performance lasts approximately 5 hours 15 mins with two intervals.
This production will be one of the first events in Leeds Town Hall’s reopening season following its refurbishment. Details will be announced later in the year.

How to book
In Leeds 
Online 
Visit operanorth.co.uk or email boxoffice@operanorth.co.uk. 
By phone 
Call 0113 223 3600. Phone lines are open 12.00pm – 6.00pm, Monday to Friday. 
Visit our Box Office at  
32 New Briggate, Leeds LS1 6NU. Opening times 12.00pm – 2.00pm, Monday to Friday, and from one hour before, until 30 minutes after the start of a show. 
On tour 
See information on relevant tour venue websites. 

Access
We work hard to ensure everyone can enjoy our performances, both in Leeds and on tour. We offer:
· English subtitles at all opera performances  
· Relaxed performances in Leeds  
· BSL interpreted performances   
· Audio-described performances   
· Touch tours (before audio-described performances)  
· Audio introductions available on our website   
· Large print, audio or braille programmes and brochures – please get in touch to request these   
· Discounts and free essential companion tickets for Access Members 
Find out more by visiting operanorth.co.uk/access
Get in touch by emailing access@operanorth.co.uk or by phoning 0113 223 3600.
